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Realism

e States are central actors ininternational
politics, rather than the jnternational
organizations’ leaders

e Anarchic international system, rather than

the presence of a supranational authority,

e States’ acting in rational self-interest

3 ];%q:cemgWeswmg power to ensure self-
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Enlargement from the Realist Standpoint

e Member States’ key role in shaping the Enlargement policy (indeed:

unanimity needed to vote for Enlargement) Enlargement as a means to

» advance Member States’ /applicant’s
power (e.g. to balance the superior power or a threat of a third state)

 The applicants’ and Member States’ enlargement preferences are

determined by their individual costs and benefits (transaction costs;
policy costs; autonomy costs) Enlargement shall serve the Member

* States’ rational interests: self-
preservation, security, stability

* Example: 2004 “Eastern” Enlargement and the “German question”

















































